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Three Rivers Film Festival casts wide net in 2nd week (Pittsburgh Post Gazette Review)
Critical Acclaim
“This film is an ambitious and imaginative attempt to explore the impact of the Amistad Mutiny and the repatriation of the brave Africans to their homes in Sierra Leone.  It is of great interest to any student of slavery and the slave trade.”
— Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Harvard University


This is a remarkable document of historical research in action. Having written the definitive account of the 1839 Amistad rebellion and its reverberations, Marcus Rediker leads a team of intrepid scholars to Sierra Leone in search of the African side of the story. Tapping a deep well of local knowledge, they find a living history shaped by the experience of the rebels’ descendants, who reckon with an inheritance of war, slave trading, and colonialism. By approaching African history with evident respect for people’s knowledge -- and an appreciation for their willingness to share it -- Rediker and his team greatly expand our common living memory of resistance to enslavement.
--Vincent Brown, author of The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery


"The ghosts of the Amistad haunt our world as surely as its banks hold the wealth of slave labors' past.  The documentarian, Tony Buba, and the historian, Marcus Rediker, have produced a film of people's remembrancing of sublime social trauma and righteous adventure from the mangrove water commons of Sierra Leone, which finally yields the secrets of these warrior ghosts and the revenants of international finance.  A fabulous and essential film!"
–Peter Linebaugh, author of Stop, Thief! Commons, Enclosures, and Resistance (PM Press 2014)




