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This documentary chronicles the journey of author Marcus Rediker as he retraces the path of 
the brave Africans who rebelled against their captors and seized the slave schooner Amistad 
in 1839, leading to a watershed US Supreme Court decision that sparked Abolitionist action 
leading to the Civil War. Based on Rediker’s ground-breaking book The Amistad Rebellion: An 
Atlantic Odyssey of Slavery and Freedom, the film travels to present day Sierra Leone to visit the 
home villages of Sengbe Pieh (Joseph Cinqué) and the other captives who were held on the 
Amistad, interviewing elders about local memory of the case and searching for the long-lost 
ruins of Lomboko, the slave trading factory where their cruel transatlantic voyage began. The 
film uses the knowledge of villagers, fishermen, and truck drivers to recover the lost history of 
the Amistad, told from a seldom-voiced perspective in the historical struggle against slavery.

“This film is an ambitious and imaginative attempt to explore the impact of the Amistad Mutiny and 
the repatriation of the brave Africans to their homes in Sierra Leone. It is of great interest to any stu-
dent of slavery and the slave trade.”   — Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Harvard University
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About the Filmmakers
Tony Buba (Director) has made over thirty films including four 
features exploring working-class issues in and around his hometown 
since 1974. He began his career with “The Braddock Chronicles,” a 
dozen short documentary portraits of life in a dying mill town. Buba’s 
work has been showcased in one-person shows at The Museum of 
Modern Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art, Anthology Film 
Archives, The Carnegie Museum of Art, and more than 100 other 

museums and universities. His awards include fellowships from the NEA, AFI, and the Rock-
efeller and Guggenheim Foundations, the Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Award, and 
Pennsylvania Media Artist of the Year.  

Marcus Rediker (Producer) is the Distinguished Professor of Atlantic 
History at the University of Pittsburgh. He has written and edited nine 
books, including The Many-Headed Hydra (2000, with Peter Linebaugh); 
Villains of All Nations  (2004); The Slave Ship (2007); The Amistad Rebel-
lion (2012); and, most recently, Outlaws of the Atlantic (2014). He is 
currently writing a biography of the radical abolitionist Benjamin Lay 
(1682–1759).  His writings have won numerous awards and have been 

published in fourteen languages. Over the years he has been active in a variety of social 
justice and peace movements, especially the worldwide campaign to abolish the death 
penalty. For more information, visit www.marcusrediker.com.
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